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Extracts offeveral Letters fent to the Publtjher from Edinburg., 
by the Lam'd zFfttr. James Gregorys whom they were written 
by tbit intelligent Knight Sir George Makenzy from Tarbur. 

I* HE wind here,on the 2 ith of Deeemb, lad, was extrsordi- 
nary: it broke a Standsrd-ftons, that {food as an Otelisk 
near an old Church ; which fzcoe was 200c t r 2 foot h*gh, 5 loot 
broad, and near 2 foot thick. Who.t weeds were overturn’d , 
and torn up from the root,though in a low fcituation.fr blew from 
the North-weft,and of a long time the wind had continued Wefter- 
ly. Jan.16. 167?. 

2. I had notice of a Phenomenon, that I judged odd and consi¬ 
derable in fearching into the nature of Cold, wh ch is 5 That there 
is a litle Lake in Straherrick on the Lord Lovels Lands, which ne¬ 
ver freezes all over (even in the moft vehement fro Its,) before Fe¬ 
bruary $ but one nights froft there-after will freeze it all over, 
and two nights then will make the Ice of a very confiderable thick- 
nefs. This I did inquire after very foliicitoufly from the honefief: 
and fobereft of the adjoyning Inhabitants, and it was verified by 
fo many,that there w’as left no place to doubt the truth of the mat¬ 
ter of fatt. I have fince heard of two other Lakes, one of which 
is on Lands belonging to my felf, called Loch Monar , of a pretty 
largenefs, which fteddily keeps the fame method, and I have in¬ 
quired after it bymany, who have affirm’d i: to me on their own 
knowledge. There is another litle Lake in Streglafis at Glencanick 
on Lands belonging to one Chifolm ; the Lake lies in a bottom 
’twixt the tops of a very high hill, fo that the bottom it felf is very 
high. This Lake never wants Ice on it in the middle, even in the 
hotted Summer, though it thaws near the edges: And this Ice is 
found on it, though the Sun by reafon of the reflexion from the hills 
in that Country is very hot, and Lakes lying as high in the neigh¬ 
bourhood have no fuch phoenomenon. ’Tis obfervable alfo, that 
about the borders of this Lake the Grafs keeps a continual ver¬ 
dure, as if it were in a conftant Spring, and feeds and fattens beads 
more in a week, then any other Grafs doth in a forthnighr. The 
matter of faft I have fully examined in both thefe; but to hit the 
caufe, requires a better Philofopher then I am, &c. Februar. 8. 
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3. Our famous Lake Nejs never freezes ; but on the contrary 
in the violentefhfrodsthe greater clouds of fleams d6arife frotn it. 
And I remember, that at two feveral time;, I being at Invernefs, 
walkingin the evenings along the bridge over the River Nefs^z tnift 
of thofe fleams coming from the Lake and faliingdown to us over 
the River (for there wasnomid in any place thereabout buton this 
Lakeand River only,)our hair became all white,like thewhitenefs 
of a hoare-froft,- but it was fofc and warm; and this was in the 
midd of Summer and in warm evenings. Lad week I was fpeak- 
ing with Dr. George Makenzy ('who lives at lnvernefs') of this mat¬ 
ter : He told me, that he obferves Rofemary to continue in the gar* 
dens about that Lakes fide , notwithflanding the lad Winters 
long and violent frods; whereas a far lef, violent Winter ordinari¬ 
ly kills all the Rofemary which is in gardens that !ye in warmer 
places and at the Sea-fide: And, which is more, though I live near 
it, and in abetter foyle and warmer feituationyet any Winter, 
more than ordinary cold,killsmy Rofemary, though cover'd over 
with draw and litter: Whereas near Logh Aatjfit remained good, 
though uncover’d, in the lad fharp Winter; which he attributes 
(and, J think, on good ground) to the warmth occafioned by thofe 
fleams that frequently arife from that Lake. Febr. 25.167$-. 

4. Having in my former Letters written of water,I fball yet add 
thrsof thatfubjeft ; That in Glevelgzt a place called Acb'tgnigUun 
there is a litle Rivolet, which fo turns Holly into a greenifli done, 
that they ordinarily make moulds of it for cadingof balls for fu- 
tees; and Tinkers that work in brafs make both their moulds and 
melting pots of it.$ and women their round wharls for fpinning. 
May it not be, , that by the long infufion in water, defeendiog from 
hills, which perhaps abound in marie capable to be refolved into 
(mail particles by the condant waffling of the water,may it not be, 
I fay, that thefe litle particles do intrude into thecleanfed pores of 
the Holly , and fo make up that foft done? And any thing ligneous 
remaining of the very hard timber, being all incruftated with this 
marble, may it not thereby be guarded from the aGioaof the fire? 1 
April 16. 1675, 
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